CHAPTER VI
THE TREE BEARS FRUIT
THE THIRD PERIOD commences with 1662. Down to that year,
Shivaji had studiously refrained from coming into conflict with the
Moghul armies occupying the Deccan, and excepting a single
plundering expedition to Junnar in 1657, there had been no act
of overt hostility on either side. In fact in Shahajahan's time,
Shivaji had made offers of submission to that Emperor, not only
with a view to bring pressure on the Bijapur kings for the release
of his father* but also with a view to secure a recognition for
certain claims in his own interest, which Shahajahan promised to
consider favourably when Shivaji pressed them in person as a suitor
in his court. When Aurangzeb abandoned the seige of Bijapur, and
proceeded hastily to fight with his brothers for the Delhi throne,
he left instructions behind, by which Shivaji's claims to the Konkan
were recognized, and it was suggested that he should serve the
Emperor with a picked body of horse, and maintain tranquillity in
the imperial district south of the Narmada. When Aurangzeb had
overcome the opposition of his brothers, and become the undis-
puted master of the Imperial throne, the understanding which had
been established between him and Shivaji was not respected, and
in 1661 a Moghul army seized Kalyan, which was the most nor-
therly post occupied by Shivaji. Shivaji was unable to resent this
attack till the peace with Bijapur was concluded in 1662, when
Shivaji's general, Netaji Palkar, led the first expedition to
Aurangabad, and the Peshwa Moropant seized forts to the north
of Junnar, which was then the most advanced Moghul outpost in
Maratha country proper. The war thus commeBced in right earnest
on both sides. Shahistekhan, the Moghul commander, seized
Poona and Chakan* and made the former place his head-quarters.
Shahistekhan was surprised by a night attack in his own palace
at Poona, and the Moghul cavalry who went in pursuit of Shivaji,
as he retreated from Poona to Sinhagad, was defeated by Netaji
Palkar. These events happened in 1663, and in 1664 Shivaji led
his famous first expedition through an unknown country without
any opposition against Surat, which was then the emporium of
Indian commerce with foreign countries. The Maratha navy also
captured pilgrim ships bound from Surat to Mecca. Another por-
tion of the fleet plundered a rich port to the south of Goa in
1665, and as a result of this expedition, Shivaji established his
authority in north Kanara, Shahistekhan never rallied from the
defeat he had sustained in the night surprise at Poona. and had